
Dear Friends,

I am proud to share with you this newsletter, as it demonstrates 
some of the successes we have had over the past year because of 
your support. I am honored to now work with Ursuline Sisters 
Mission to continue the good work of Dan Wakefield, the former 
HIV/AIDS Ministry Director and Sister Kathleen Minchin, founding 
Executive Director.

This newslet t er  is really about  you! Because of your support we 
can provide medical care, housing, food, and educational 
opportunities to people living with HIV/AIDS. I t h ink  you w il l  be 

proud and im pressed t o read t hese st or ies. You will learn about John, who turned his life 
around, and learn about the significant number of families who count on your support for 
the food we provide. I think you will be moved to know about the children who we bring to 
our center for tutoring and mentoring, in a safe and supportive environment. Please know 
that our children will not be forgotten at Christmas when your support will ensure that they 
have quality gifts under their trees. And you w il l  learn of  your  im por t ance in t he l ives of  
al l of  t hese people as t hey depend on your  suppor t  t o get  t he crucial m edical care t hey 
need t o be able t o rebuild t heir  l ives. This medical care is now more urgent than ever as 
the only other HIV/AIDS clinic in northeast Ohio can no longer take new patients. As a result, 
we have seen a 13% increase in the number of our patients.

Because of  your  suppor t , people w it h t he great est  needs brought  on by i l lness and 
pover t y can feel som e com for t  by know ing t hat  som eone cares about  t hem . Sadly, 
many of our clients have been turned out and rejected by their families because of their 
illness. You br ing t hem  hope t hrough t he hospit al it y, com passion, and respect  t hey 
receive t hrough t he Ursuline Sist ers HIV/AIDS Minist ry.

I close with a prayer that we often recite, as it reflects our values.

Lord, you call us to lives of service and love. May we be open to the grace of this time and 
these companions on our journey. Give us the gifts, the wisdom, and the courage we need to 
carry on your work and share your love. With radical compassion and respect for all God?s 
people, may we continue our charism of hospitality, bring Christ?s healing light to a 
wounded world, and inspire hope for generations.

Wishing you and your family happy and healthy holidays.

In gratitude,

Laura McCulty Stepp, Interim Director

Fr o m t he Di r ec t o r ' s Desk



We officially moved our clinic into a larger space in April! 
Our clinic provides medical services to over 430 men, 
women, and children in our community who are living 
with HIV/AIDS and served 51 new patients in 2021.

We are so thankful for all of the funders who helped make this move 
possible, including: the Ward & Florence Beecher Foundation, the 
Frank & Pearl Gelbman Foundation, the Frances Schermer 
Charitable Trust, the J. Ford Crandall Foundation, the Walter & 
Caroline Watson Foundation, and the John D. Finnegan Foundation.

With their support we were able to purchase additional medical 
equipment, replace 20-year-old furnishings, and create a warm, 
compassionate space where clients feel safe and are treated like 
family.

Our Housing Program is proud to recognize an outstanding client. John has been with us 
since our housing program began in 2016. Prior to that, due to active addiction, he 
struggled with chronic homelessness. During that time, John admits to being irresponsible, 
and unaccountable for his actions, and blaming others for his disease. 

Since joining our program, John has been able to secure and maintain safe housing which has finally 
given him needed stability. After 15 years of unemployment, John succeeded in securing a job and 
began working on his past debts. Despite several obstacles in his life, John continues to show a spirit 
of perseverance, determination, and resilience as he continues to turn his life around. He enjoys 
sharing his testimony to help others in addition to sharing his vocal talents at area events and 
funerals.  We are honored to call John a part of our housing family.

Ho usi ng  Pr o g r am

Our  Cl i ni c

One of the core pillars of Ursuline Sisters Mission is hospitality, and we welcome the 
opportunity to extend food assistance through the generosity and support of our donors. 
At our south side pantry, we are grateful to provide an accessible location where clients 
can supplement their family food budget. Each week we serve an average of 40 families 

through that facility. We recently received a 21-cubic-foot commercial freezer from Second Harvest 
Food Bank for this pantry through a capacity building grant. We are so grateful, and the freezer will 
surely allow us to increase our offerings to those in need.

We extend our enormous gratitude to Boardman Marc?s and Aldi?s as well as Canfield and Poland 
Giant Eagle stores for their weekly food donations. We also thank Canfield and Boardman Sheetz 
stores as well as Canfield and Poland Starbucks stores for their weekly donations.

Due to health considerations, we have suspended our community lunch Café but are providing 
drive-up and delivery food distribution. A generous grant of $10,000 from Broadway Cares/Equity 
Fights AIDS has been a godsend in helping us to provide these meals.

We offer holiday meals to our clients and are looking for community support to continue the tradition.  For many of our clients, the 
dinner we provide is the only opportunity they will have at a holiday meal. Please consider making a gift that will allow us to feed our 
families this holiday season.

Fo o d &  Pant r i es Pr o g r am

In our desire to improve service at Casa Madre, we recently received a grant from the 
Diocese of Youngstown to help us implement more Trauma Informed Care practices with 
the children. With this funding we were able to make some changes to the interior at Casa 
Madre. One aspect we enhanced was the lighting, ensuring it was meeting the children's 

needs with homework and projects during tutoring evenings. Adding recessed, adjustable lighting 
allows us to illuminate a space during the evening, provide more usable space, and soften the 
light for those circumstances when that is needed. We also placed a recessed light in a gloomy 
stairway to give the space a brighter, more safe feeling. We were also able to provide new 
sensory experiences for the kids, like a sand and light table and a Lego table. We added lots of 
calming features throughout the house and new, peaceful musical instruments.

We also know that for our children to perform their best in school they must have the right tools. 
Thirty-five Kindergarten through 12th grade children received a full backpack with folders, 
notebooks, glue, colored pencils, scissors, loose leaf paper, crayons, markers, binders, 
highlighters and much more! 

Chi l dr en's Pr o g r am



Cont act
4280 Shields Road
Canfield, OH 44406

Telephone: 330-793-0434
Email: info@ursulinesistersaids.org

www.ursulinesistersaids.org

Check out  what 's happening w it h us on Social Media

UrsulineHIVAIDS

Ursuline Sisters HIV AIDS

Ursuline Sisters HIV/AIDS Ministry

Donat e
Our  cur rent  needs include:

- Body wash
- Soap
- Toilet paper

- Paper towels
- Hand sanitizer

- Disinfectant spray

- Gift cards to food 
delivery services

- Gift cards to grocery 
stores & restaurants

The 2021 Hybrid Nun Run was a smashing success! It was a 
gorgeous day here in Canfield for the in-person participants. We 
had lots of children running in the kids' race, 
getting medals, and doing crafts! The 

Pershing's Popcorn ladies were here distributing 
yummy samples of their tasty popcorn and fudge, and 
Eat 'n Park cookies were devoured by all.

The overall male winner of the 5K was Michael 
Bornemiss with a time of 18:56. The overall female 
winner, Stella Balzli, broke the female 5K race record 
with a time of 19:16!

Our virtual participants joined in the fun from all over 
the United States - in California, Arkansas, Virginia, and 
North Carolina to name a few. 

We want to thank all of our sponsors who helped make 
this happen. Get ready for Nun Run 2022!!

The Hybr i d Nun Run

Sister Kathleen Minchin - Director Emeritus

Brigid Kennedy - Ursuline Sisters Mission, President

Minist ry St af f

Laura McCulty Stepp - Interim Ministry Director

Donna Bellino Loreta Lape
Leanna Brown Terry Mitchell
Bonnie Clark Nigel Nevels

Teaquan Cosper Kisha Pierce

Damila Dawson Sister Martha Reed

Dee DiGiacomo Mark Rock
Robin Finger Kevan Sullivan

Marlene Forney Linda Titus

Gina Iagulli LaTonya Thompson

Lisa Kiriazis Whitney Washington-Suber

2021 A ccomp l i sh men t s

1,000 tutoring and counsel ing hours prov ided to our chi ldren

14,000 diapers w ere distributed
Housed 19 prev iously homeless people 
including 4 chi ldren

Performed 134 HIV tests in the communi ty

Distributed 9,192 bags of  food

Served 437 people at our Cl inic
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