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Learning Is Fun!
It is hard to believe that another school year has already come and
gone! We had a wonderful school year with the children at Casa
Madre and are always grateful for the tutors, volunteers, and donors
who help our children grow academically, socially, and emotionally.
This past Easter, we were also blessed to have some generous
donors whose support allowed the Easter Bunny to prepare 47
Easter baskets for the children at Casa Madre! In addition, the
children also enjoyed an Easter egg hunt at our monthly Café. The
families that we serve are always so grateful for the generosity!
In addition to tutoring and holiday support, we have also continued
to plan special events and opportunities for the families. In May, we
A couple of the beautiful
hosted our third Literacy Easter baskets that the Easter
Bunny delivered!
Night for the families at
Casa Madre. All members
of the household were invited to join us for literacyrelated games and activities. The theme for this
Literacy Night was cinco de mayo. The families were
able to read together, engage in a group writing
activity, design their own hot sauce bottle, and follow
a recipe to make their own salsa! Needless to say,
the families greatly enjoyed this event!
Our community center was decorated perfectly
for a fun and educational Literacy Night!

We are now preparing for our summer program
with the children. The summer program will run
four days each week and will include some fun
and educational field trips. Our planned
excursions include trips to the Carnegie Science
Center, the Cleveland Aquarium, On Target
Outfitters, and the YSU Planetarium. The theme
for this year’s summer program will be “Math in
the Garden” for the younger children, while the
older children will be learning about science and These cookies from Sweets by Christine looked
climate change. We are looking forward to a fun- great and tasted great! What a delicious treat to
end the evening!
filled summer with the children!
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From the Director’s Desk
Dear Friends,
Last month, I had the pleasure of attending the third family Literacy Night hosted by our
ministry’s Casa Madre staff. While in the kitchen unloading some items, a four year old
boy, whom I had never met before that day, ran into the room. He looked at me and
said with a big smile, “Hello! I love you!” and then ran out of the room as quickly as he
entered.
This beautiful encounter helped me to recall something that I had read about Brother Alphonsus
Rodriguez, who served as a doorkeeper at a Jesuit college in Majorca, Spain, in the 17th century. According
to accounts, Brother Alphonsus would state, “I am coming, Lord!” whenever there was a knock at the
door. This act, in addition to serving as a reminder that Christ is present in all we meet, helped him get
into the mindset to treat everyone, regardless of who was at the door, with as much hospitality and love as
if it were Jesus himself standing there.
Whether the messenger is a 17th century monk from Majorca, or a four year old child from Youngstown,
the mandate remains the same: we are to love all whom we encounter. Within the pages of this newsletter,
you will witness the acts of love performed in all of the programs of our ministry, whether it is providing a
dignified and comfortable home for someone who was formerly homeless, providing compassionate and
competent medical care at our clinic, creating a sense of welcome, joy, and acceptance at our Café, or by
lovingly encouraging and assisting the youngest members of our ministry in our children’s program. All of
these daily acts of love would not be possible, however, without your love and assistance. On behalf of the
staff of our ministry, I thank you for your support and for your help in fulfilling our mission. Just as Sr.
Kathleen Murphy, fscc, has noted about Brother Alphonsus, we hope that we, too, serve with such love
that our “opening of doors becomes a sacramental gesture.”
With Love & Gratitude,

Daniel Wakefield

Under Construction
Since the beginning of our housing program in 2014, we have seen
considerable growth. What began as one site has now grown to include
four apartments, one emergency shelter, one congregate living site, and six
scattered sites in partnership with local landlords. Because of your support,
we have been able to provide beautiful
and dignified homes to those served by
our ministry who have a history of
homelessness.
As our program has grown, so has the
need for staffing and office space. In
October, we received a donation of a building on South Avenue from the
Metro Assembly of God Church. We have since been working on
renovating the space to use for our housing program’s Property
Management offices. We have also joined with Beatitude House to hire a
Property Manager. The next phase of our housing program will include
renovating a property that we recently acquired on East Lucius Avenue
which we will use to provide some additional housing for clients.

The newly renovated office space
that is pictured above will be used
by our Property Manager. What a
beautiful space!
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Some of the latest statistics from our clinic:

Number of clients at
our clinic who are at or
below 130% of the
federal poverty level

87%
Current viral load
suppression rate at
our clinic. The
national average is
59.8%

227
HIV tests
conducted since
January 2019
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0
Mother-to-child
transmission of
HIV for expecting
mothers receiving
treatment at our
clinic

367
Current number of
clients at our clinic

The Nun Run ‘19
We are looking forward to the fifth
annual Nun Run 5k Race & 1 Mile
Walk, which will be at the Ursuline
Center on Saturday, October 5th. Preregistration is $20, and those who
register by September 20th will be
guaranteed our race t-shirt (the
coolest shirt in town!). Same day
registration is $25. There will be a
Kids’ Run at 8:15am for children ten
and under, a 1 mile walk at 8:30am,
and our 5k race will begin at 9am. There will be awards given to the
top 3 male and female finishers in the 5k, along with age group
winners. There will also be a prize awarded to the largest team who
comes to participate at the event, and a cash award to the man and/
or woman who comes in first in the 5k and breaks the course
record! The time to beat for men is 14 minutes and 58 seconds, and
the time to beat for women is 20 minutes and 20 seconds.
Back by popular demand this year will also be the “Run for a Nun”
feature, where runners will have a chance to run in honor of an
Ursuline Sister. The Sister who is assigned to the winner of the race
will win $25 to donate to the charity of her choice.
The proceeds raised from this event go towards our children’s
program. You can receive a registration form by calling Dan at
330.793.0434, or register online at the following website:
https://thenunrun2019.eventbrite.com

We always have a great time at The Nun
Run! Below is a photo of a standing room
only crowd as we prepared to begin the
awards ceremony at last year’s event.
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We’re on the web!
www.ursulinesistersaids.org

Help Wanted
What are some donations that are needed?
We are always in need of paper napkins, paper
towels, toilet paper, toothpaste and toothbrushes,
tissues, lotion, bath soap and body wash, deodorant,
cleaning products, detergent, and twin-blade razors.
Do you accept gift card donations?
Yes! We always appreciate gift card donations,
especially for gas stations and grocery stores.
Are there other ways for me to help?
Definitely! We have a need for cooks and tutors at
Casa Madre during the week. Please call Linda at
330.788.0362 if you are interested!
Does the HIV/AIDS Ministry have a website?
We do! To learn more about our ministry, please
visit us at: www.ursulinesistersaids.org

Where can I find news about upcoming events?
Besides our website, we also have a Facebook page.
You can visit us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/hivaidsministry
Please “like” our page, and stay informed about
upcoming events and the latest news.
Can I get an electronic version of this
newsletter instead of a print version?
Yes! Please send a message to:
dwakefield@ursulinesistersaids.org
and let Dan know that you prefer an electronic
newsletter!
Attention Golfers!
YAGA Golf Outing to Benefit Casa Madre
June 19, 2019, 7:30AM
Avalon Golf & Country Club

