
Our 25th anniversary year 

certainly had some wonderful 

memories! In April, our ministry 

held a Mass and cookie reception 

at the Ursuline Motherhouse for 

the Ursuline Sisters, Associates, 

and volunteers in our ministry. 

Fr. Frank Zanni was our 

celebrant with Maureen Collins 

providing wonderful music at the 

liturgy. 

In May, we commemorated the 25th anniversary of our ministry with 

our Café Gala. A special thank you to 

Chrystal’s Catering and Sweets by Christine 

for helping to make this event possible. 

On December 2nd, we held a luncheon 

reception at the DeBartolo Stadium Club at 

Youngstown State University for major 

ministry supporters and contributors. At this 

event, we recognized individuals and groups 

whose assistance make the work of our 

ministry possible. Honorees included Deb 

Fajcak & Chris Cannell, the SOS Group at 

Ursuline High School, Dr. Huong Nguyen, 

Rick & 

Stephanie Carano, and Sr. 

Kathleen Minchin. We debuted 

a new ministry video at the 

event. Please check out our 

ministry’s website to view the 

video. A special thank you to 

Hometown Pharmacy for 

underwriting the event, and to 

all who made this anniversary 

year one to remember!  
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Thank you to our major 

Anniversary Sponsors! 

Ron & Marianne Ameen 

Kathy Austrino 

Biomedical Laboratories 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bishara 

Sam & Donna Boak 

Richard & Stephanie Carano 

Milt & Maureen Carlson 

CCN Pharmacy 

Compass Family & 

Community Services 

Dr. Edward Cosentino, DPM 

Mr. & Mrs. William Cushwa 

The Dahman Family 

The DeBartolo Corporation 

Susan Donavan 

Joe & Maryellen Fleming 

Tom & Mary Fleming 

A Friend of the Ministry 

The Hometown Pharmacy 

Sara & Jim Kennedy 

Ray & Pat Kerr 

The Kerrigan Family 

Cor & Joyce Kester 

Millwood, Inc. 

Bill & Terry Mitchell 

Chris & Ed Muransky 

In Memory of Betsy Page 

Dennis Pascarella 

Poland Presbyterian Church 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Ellen Taylor 

Jim & Ellen Tressel 

Barbara Yates 

The Youngstown Foundation 

York Mahoning Mechanical 

Contractors, Inc. 

Guests enjoy the cookie reception    
following the April 15th Mass. 

We rolled out the red    
carpet for Café guests at 
our May Café. 

Director Emeritus Sr. Kathleen 
Minchin receives an award for her 24 
years of ministry leadership. 



 

Ho, Ho, Ho-liday Fun 

From the Director’s Desk 
This poem, written by Sr. Irene Zimmerman, OSF, and based 

on Luke 2:7-16, is a striking reminder of the reality faced 

that first Christmas night. Over 2,000 years later, we still 

witness people in similar circumstances without adequate 

housing, food, medical care, childcare, or support systems. 

This reality makes the work that we do so crucial and important. How often 

this year have I witnessed firsthand the abundant generosity and kindness of 

volunteers, donors, and supporters of our ministry! How often have I also heard 

from some of the people served by our ministry that we are their only support 

system.  
 

As we conclude the 25th year of our ministry, I have been struck by the changes in HIV/AIDS since our 

ministry’s inception. Thanks to medical advancements and local places to access care like our clinic, people 

can now live with HIV rather than die from AIDS. Although this is something to be celebrated, there is still 

much work left to do. Much like the shepherds in the poem, the Ursuline Sisters and our staff have “come 

to see” what needs remain for those living with HIV/AIDS in our community (and some Sisters and staff 

might even agree that they, too, have lost a little sleep!). It is by journeying to and with those living with 

HIV/AIDS that we have discovered needs and have met them, whether it is our Café, children’s program, 

clinic, or housing program. And, much like the shepherds in the poem, through our journey we have also 

come to see Christ. I wish you and your loved ones a joyous Christmas and a wonderful, happy, and 

healthy New Year. Thank you for your support of, presence with, and generosity towards our ministry.    

With Gratitude, 

Daniel Wakefield 

Santa’s Helpers, Linda and Tyler, have been busy 

preparing for Christmas for the children at Casa 

Madre. St. Nick visited the children and left some 

candy and quarters in their shoes, and the 

generosity of the Youngstown community has 

ensured that all of the children in our program will 

have a wonderful Christmas with an abundance of 

toys! We thank all of those who help to bring the 

Christmas spirit to the families and children served 

by our ministry. 

You help to keep 

the magic of the 

Christmas season 

alive for the 

children and it 

continues to inspire 

    us! 
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“Unto His Own” 
 

Homeless that first night— 

one more statistic 

to add to the census, 

one more mouth to feed. 
 

Only the shepherds, 

having nothing to lose 

except a little sleep, 

came to see. 

Café & Pantries 

We have seen a steady increase in the number of 

attendees at our monthly Café. In addition to more 

meals served and more food distributed, we have also 

expanded our partnerships with local businesses, 

which has increased our food donations. 
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Our ministry recently entered into a lease for warehouse space 

on Glenwood Avenue. It’s not every day that a warehouse can be 

described as stunning, but 

YNDC and their renovation 

team made it happen! The 

facility is being used for 

furniture storage and 

distribution. Previously, we 

stored furniture at our 

community center, but we 

were quickly running out of 

space! This latest venture is a 

project of Ursuline Ministries, 

and includes Beatitude House, as well as Catholic Charities. The furniture 

will be used by our ministries  to help furnish apartments and houses for 

our homeless and low-income clients. We are in the process of hiring a 

distribution manager and will accept furniture donation drop-offs at this 

location beginning in January.  
 

This lease will also free up space at the community center to host events 

for children and adults in our ministry. We have already put our newly less 

congested community center space to good use: at the end of October, 

Casa Madre hosted a “Very Scary Literacy Night” for the families of 

children in the Casa Madre program. The families played literacy-themed 

games and activities and even enjoyed bookworm cookies!  

St. Angela’s Distribution Center 

A photo of Ursuline Ministries’ St. Angela’s 
Distribution Center as part of the Glenwood 
Business Center. 

2019 Beer & Wine Tasting 

Inside the warehouse space, before our 
official move (above) and our Literacy 
Night at our community center (below). 

Please consider joining us for the 14th annual Beer & Wine Tasting 

fundraiser, which will be Saturday, March 23rd, from 6-9pm at 

Stambaugh Auditorium. The event, hosted by the  

Youngstown Area Grocers Association, benefits the children’s  

program of our ministry in addition to the Prince of Peace Center in 

Farrell. The proceeds from this event help us provide our children 

with transportation to our 

program, food, counseling, 

and educational activities and 

outings. Attendees at the 

event enjoy gourmet food and sampling 100 wines and 50 

microbrews. There is also a silent auction, 50/50, and basket raffles 

with some terrific prizes! Tickets are $50/each, or you can purchase a 

reserved table of 8 for $400. Sponsorship opportunities are also 

available for this event. If you are interested in purchasing tickets or 

sponsoring the event, please contact Dan at 330.770.3061, or you can 

purchase tickets online at https://2019winetasting.eventbrite.com.  

We hope to see you there! 



What are some donations that are needed? 

We are always in need of paper napkins, paper  

towels, toilet paper, toothpaste and toothbrushes, 

tissues, lotion, bath soap and body wash, deodorant, 

cleaning products, detergent, and twin-blade razors. 
 

Do you accept gift card donations? 

Yes!  We always appreciate gift card donations,  

especially for gas stations and grocery stores. 
 

Are there other ways for me to help? 

Definitely!  We have a need for cooks and tutors at 

Casa Madre during the week. Please call Linda at  

(330) 788-0362 if you are interested! 
 

Does the HIV/AIDS Ministry have a website? 

We do!  To learn more about our ministry, please 

visit us at:  www.ursulinesistersaids.org 

Ursuline Sisters HIV/AIDS Ministry 

4280 Shields Road 

Canfield, OH  44406 

 

Help Wanted 

We’re on the web! 
www.ursulinesistersaids.org 
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Save the Date! 

YAGA Golf Outing, Avalon Golf Course 

Wednesday, June 19th 

Where can I find news about upcoming events? 

Besides our website, we also have a Facebook page.  

You can visit us on Facebook at:   

www.facebook.com/hivaidsministry 

Please “like” our page, and stay informed about  

upcoming events and the latest news. 
 

Can I get an electronic version of this  

newsletter instead of a print version? 

Yes! Please send a message to: 

dwakefield@ursulinesistersaids.org  

and let Dan know that you prefer an electronic         

newsletter! 


