
On July 15, Sr. Kathleen Minchin, one of the founders and the Director of the Ursuline 

Sisters HIV/AIDS Ministry since 1993, announced her retirement. For nearly 25 years, 

the Ministry has worked to assist those living with HIV/AIDS in our community. The 

growth and expansion of our ministry’s programs has been made possible because of 

Sr. Kathleen’s leadership. We wish her the best on her well-deserved retirement, 

though we hope that she continues to be present at our monthly Cafes and ministry 

events! As a ministry, we plan to continue to provide the best services for the men, 

women, and children in the Youngstown area living with HIV/AIDS. Below is a 

message from Sr. Kathleen Minchin to all of those who have supported the ministry 

during her tenure. 

St. Angela, the founder of the Ursuline Sisters, is often 

pictured with a staff in her hand ready to move forward. This is 

Angela the Pilgrim. A pilgrim is on a journey:  always moving, 

always changing. 

My life’s journey has taken me in many different directions, 

from teaching to retreat work to hospital ministry, with a lot of 

little side trips, too. The HIV/AIDS Ministry was part of my 

journey for almost thirty years. A long time. It is now time to 

pick up my pilgrim staff and move on.   

The years spent with the HIV/AIDS community are difficult to 

summarize. I was inspired, energized, and I aged during this 

period. I always feel that I am the student and those I serve are 

the teachers. The lessons were 

numerous and many caused sorrow. Many talented 

young people died before they had a real chance to live. 

Their journeys were cut so short.   

During these years, the people I’ve met have enriched 

my life beyond imagining. I am indeed blessed. I am 

grateful for all the gifts given in the form of kindness, 

compassion, and generosity. 

The HIV/AIDS Ministry will always have a special 

place in my heart and prayers.  Keep me in your prayers 

as I will all of you. I wish you all well. 

—Sr. Kathleen Minchin 
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“I shall always be 

in your midst, 

lending aid to your 

prayers.” 

9th Counsel 

St. Angela Merici 

“Whom Shall I Send?” 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard My people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin, 
My hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear My light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 

Sr. Kathleen Minchin, nearly twenty-five years ago, recognized that there was an unmet 
need in our community for those living with HIV. Being HIV+ in the Mahoning Valley 
back in the early 1990s often meant that you were scared, isolated, alone, and traumatized. 
Medically and spiritually, many felt a sense of despair and hopelessness. It was in these 
dark times that Sr. Kathleen and 3 other Ursuline 
Sisters began the HIV/AIDS Ministry, a ministry whose 
humble origins consisted of a prayer and support group, 
and a ministry whose ultimate mission was to empower 
adults and children in the Youngstown area who were 
living with HIV/AIDS. This was radical. This was 
controversial. This was Sr. Kathleen living the Gospel 
as she spread God’s light to them. 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people's pain. 
I have wept for love of them,  
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone; 
Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them. 
Whom shall I send? 

Sr. Kathleen Minchin was one of the first people I met when I started at Casa Madre, our 
children’s program. In December of 2001, I was a new employee at Casa Madre when 
tragedy struck. Our caretaker and friend, Lee, was brutally murdered. The shock and 
sadness of his death was made all the more difficult at his service. As we passed through 
the receiving line to offer our sympathy to his family, there stood Lee’s elderly mother. It 

became clear to me that she was not only distraught over her son’s violent death, 
but also distraught because she believed her son, who was gay, was not in heaven. I 
was behind Sr. Kathleen in the line that day. And I have never forgotten, nor will I 
forget, her hugging Lee’s mom and reassuring her that, “Jesus died for all of us.” 

Just a couple of years ago, in one of the many deliveries at the Motherhouse we 
receive, one delivery person walked down the hall with Sr. Kathleen and me. As he 
was leaving, he said, “I don’t know how you do this work.” Thinking he was going 
to say something about the challenges of ministry work when faced with illness or 
poverty, he continued: “You know. Working with those people.” Without 
hesitation, Sr. Kathleen replied, “They’re people. You have to remember they are 
people.” It’s hard to believe that in 2015 this was still radical. This was still 
controversial. This was Sr. Kathleen still living the Gospel as she spoke God’s 
word to them. 

U R S U L I N E  S I S T E R S  H I V / A I D S  M I N I S T R Y

Dan Wakefield and Sr. 
Kathleen preparing for the 

Christmas 2016 Cafe 
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I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 

Sr. Kathleen Minchin, in 1995, realized we also needed to start feeding people. Prior to the beginning of 
our Café, the HIV/AIDS Ministry consisted of a support group and our Angela’s Place pantry of household 
products. For the past twenty-two years, we all know exactly what Sr. Kathleen has been doing the third 
Saturday of every month: feeding people. She’s not just fed them physically, but by providing a safe, 
loving, and welcoming environment, she has also fed them emotionally. She has created a Café that goes 
above and beyond for the people we serve—from beverages and desserts, to raffles and massages, she has 
provided only the best for those in our ministry. And although many of us might know what Sr. Kathleen 

has done on the third Saturday of every month, what many may 
not realize is what she is doing Saturday evening, Sunday, and 
many other days while working in ministry: thinking of, caring 
for and, yes, worrying about, those served by our ministry. 
There wasn’t a Monday after the Café that Sr. Kathleen didn’t 
come in the office without some news or to express some 
concern about the people in our ministry.   

Her love of ministry and of people has made a difference and 
has inspired others. You see it in the volunteers who come to 
serve alongside of her. You see it in the faces of the people at 
the Café as some of them enjoy the only homemade meal they 
will eat all month. And I’ve seen it in others, too, such as the 

nursing home administrator who told me how she heard so much about a Sr. Kathleen from one of the 
patients that she, for the longest time, thought he was actually referring to his biological sister. She 
embodies St. Angela’s call in the introduction to the Counsels: “You must consider in what manner you 
must esteem them; for the more you esteem them, the more you will love them; the more you love them, 
the more you will care for and watch over them. And it will be impossible for 
you not to cherish them day and night, and to have them all engraved in your 
heart, one by one, for this is how real love acts and works.” This love can be 
radical. This love can be controversial. This love is Sr. Kathleen still living 
the Gospel and, in doing so, she has given her life to them. 

And so, with grateful hearts, as a staff, as a ministry, and for all those served 
by the ministry, we thank you, Sr. Kathleen, on a job well-done. Thank you 
for your leadership, for living the charism, and for being the answer to God’s 
question: Whom shall I send?    

Here I am Lord.  
Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night. 

I will go Lord, if You lead me. 

I will hold Your people in my heart. 

Italicized text: “Here I Am, Lord,” by Dan Schutte 

Reflection written by Daniel Wakefield 

Peggy, one of our loyal 
Café volunteers, helps 

serve the meal at our 

June 2017 Café 

Ministry staff 
celebrating the 

Open House of 

the Merici 

Apartments 



Site Visit Success 

Apartment Open House 
On Thursday, May 11th, our ministry had its Open House 

for the Merici Apartments. The construction of the 

apartments began in the summer of 2016 and concluded at 

the beginning of May 2017. Thanks to the wonderful work 

of Faniro Architects and Murphy Contracting, we were 

able to provide a beautiful four-unit apartment complex for 

individuals served by our ministry. Two individuals moved 

into the apartments the following day and, within two 

weeks’ time, all of the apartments were filled. The 

housing program of our ministry now includes these 

apartments, three houses that are housing two families and 

two individuals, and one emergency shelter, which is currently housing three individuals. We have 

appreciated the support and prayers as we have embarked on this new program in our ministry. 

On June 6th and June 7th, our clinic hosted three consultants from the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, who came to conduct 

an administrative, fiscal, and clinical audit of our clinic. Although the 

preparation and intense two day audit was stressful, our clinic received 

high praise from the consultants. The fiscal consultant commended the 

clinic for being faithful stewards of the grant funds that we have 

received. All of the consultants also noted that the atmosphere of the 

clinic was one of warmth, welcome, and acceptance. The clinic staff 

certainly lives St. Angela’s instruction in the 2nd Counsel to, “Be kind 

and compassionate toward each other.” We are grateful for the 

dedicated clinic staff who provide such quality care!  

An exterior shot of 
Merici Apartments 

One of the beautiful kitchens in one of the 
apartment units 

Sr. Mary McCormick, General Superior of 
the Ursuline Sisters, leads the blessing of 

the new apartments 

Our welcoming clinic staff 
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Summer Fun at Casa Madre 
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This summer, the children of Casa Madre have certainly been busy! 

The older children have been learning about credibility and reliability 

of sources and how to spot “fake news.” The younger children have 

been enjoying a summer filled with science experiments and projects. 

In addition to these academic pursuits, the children have also been 

going on field trips and enjoying some of the local sites in our 

community. Some of the recent field trips have included a trip to the 

Akron Zoo, a fun-filled day at Waldameer Park & Water World, visits 

to our local library, and a trip to a Cleveland Indians baseball game. 

As the summer begins to wind down, we will be getting the children 

ready for school with backpacks and school supplies. We will also 

begin tutoring in September. For those who might be interested in 

donating or tutoring, please contact Linda at (330) 788-0362. 

Casa Madre is proud to partner with Making Kids Count, a non-profit       

organization in Youngstown whose mission is “to make the lives of children 

and their families a little bit brighter by focusing on their individual needs 

with the help of volunteers.” Through our partnership, we will be receiving 

diapers that we will distribute to our families. Since the Spring, the Casa 

Madre staff has begun working with families with infants and toddlers to 

help encourage literacy, promote development, and assess family needs. The  

partnership with Making Kids Count will help enhance our efforts. 

The Nun Run 2017 
The third annual Nun Run 5k Race and 1 Mile Walk will be on 

Saturday, October 7th, at the Ursuline Center. Registration is $20 

before October 7th, or $25 the day of the event.  The proceeds from 

the race will benefit Casa Madre, our children’s program. Those 

who register before Friday, September 22nd will be guaranteed a 

race t-shirt. There will be awards given for the top male and female 

finishers, along with awards for age group winners. New this year 

will be a cash prize to the man and woman who set a new course 

record! Sponsorship opportunities are also available. If you would 

like more information, please contact Dan at (330) 770-3061. 

Consider joining us for this fun, family-friendly event! 

Community Collaboration 

For more information 
about Making Kids Count, 

check out their website at: 

www.makingkidscount.org 

Participants stop during  The Nun 
Run ‘16 for a photo opportunity! 

Everyone loves popping some 
bubbles! 



Does the HIV/AIDS Ministry have a website? 

We do!  To learn more about our ministry, please 

visit us at:  www.ursulinesistersaids.org 

Where can I find news about upcoming events? 

Besides our website, we also have a Facebook 

page. You can visit us on Facebook at:   

www.facebook.com/hivaidsministry 

Please “like” our page, and stay informed about  

upcoming events and the latest news. 

Can I get an electronic version of this  

newsletter instead of a print version? 

Yes! Please send a message to: 

dwakefield@ursulinesistersaids.org  

and let Dan know that you prefer an electronic       

newsletter! 

Ursuline Sisters HIV/AIDS Ministry 

4250 Shields Road 

Canfield, OH  44406 

Help Wanted 
What are some donations that are needed? 

We are always in need of paper napkins, paper  

towels, toilet paper, toothpaste and toothbrushes, 

tissues, lotion, bath soap and body wash, 

deodorant, cleaning products, detergent, and 

twin-blade razors. 

Do you accept gift card donations? 

Yes! We always appreciate gift card donations, 

especially for gas stations and grocery stores. 

Are there other ways for me to help? 

Definitely!  We have a need for cooks and tutors 

at Casa Madre during the week. Please call 

Linda at (330) 788-0362 if you are interested! 

We’re on the web! 
www.ursulinesistersaids.org 
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